Seed Potato Guide - First Earlies [1]

FIRST EARLY VARIETIES
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Usage Usage
#® Salad ¥ Roasting *® Salad Roasting
Boiling 3 Mashing Boiling Mashing
% Baking Chipping Baking Chipping
Resistance Resistance
Foliage blight Foliage blight n/a
Tuber blight Tuber blight n/a
Blackleg Blackleg n/a
Common scab Common scab n/a
Powdery scab Powdery scab  n/a
Leaf rol\y\/irus Leaf roll virus n/a
Virus Y nla
Virus Y .
Arran Pilot Casablanca
Scab resistant Arran Pilot is the nation's favourite garden- Casablanca are a new white skinned first early
grown variety. Arran Pilot has been around with the potential to beat Winston on the
since 1930 and has remained popular due to showbench.
its excellent taste and early boiling ability. A clean smooth white with shallow eyes will
Pilot produces high yields of white skinned make it an exhibitors delight and its cooking
tubers with shallow eyes. The flesh is pure ability will make it a chefs dream with its ability
white and is among the best boilers available. to chip, bake or boil.
Great resistance to all forms of scab and Edible size crops can be achieved in 62 days
scores a high 9 for spraing resistance. from planting.
Usage Usage
Salad % Roasting % Salad ¥ Roasting
Boiling ¥ Mashing Boiling Mashing
Baking Chipping ¢ Baking Chipping
Resistance Resistance
Foliage blight Foliage blight
Tuber blight Tuber blight
Blackleg Blackleg
Common scab Common scab
Powdery scab Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus Leaf roll virus nla
Virus Y Virus Y nla
Duke Of York Dunluce
Duke of York seed potatoes were first entered Dunluce were bred by Jack Clarke back in
on the national list back in 1891 and they soon 1976 who famously bred the Ulster range of
became famous for their great taste and all- potatoes. Since then, Jamieson brothers has
round culinary use in the kitchen. been the only grower of the variety and
it supplies all other major retailers with
Duke of York potatoes have yellow flesh and :Du:lzpcle seed J ! wi
are oval in shape. ’
. Dunluce are round to oval in shape. Eyes are
Onc? theylfre tt’r?'led thgdpotlatoels f’ebdfly and shallow and the skin is white as is the flesh.
mea yr; r?a ing them adn : e; iarnyo I?Ih We would recommend this variety for great
Stra'(? t ‘rotm youtr gsr en. Duke of York has crops of early potatoes. Great resistance to all
good resistance to dry rot forms of scab and resistance to disintegration
when boiling.
Usage Usage
Salad % Roasting Salad 3 Roasting
Boiling Mashing Boiling 3 Mashing
#® Baking ¥ Chipping Baking 3 Chipping
Resistance Resistance
Foliage blight Foliage blight
Tuber blight Tuber blight
Blackleg Blackleg
Common scab Common scab
Powdery scab Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus n/a Leaf roll virus
Virus Y nla Virus Y

Epicure

Epicure seed potatoes are also known as
Ayrshires with them being the traditional early
potato in that area. Epicure has the ability to
recover quickly from a nip of frost and that is
why it is so popular in early producing areas.

Epicure produces high yields of floury white
fleshed tubers that are round in shape. One of
the best tasting first earlies which are now
making a comeback by popular demand.

Foremost

When Foremost was first added to the national
variety list in 1954 it was called Suttons
Foremost. This variety was a instant hit with
gardeners who liked its excellent flavour and
resistance to disintegration when boiling. With
average sized yields and disease resistance
this variety never took off commercially. It does
have good common scab resistance. Foremost
seed potatoes are short to oval in shape with
white skin and waxy white flesh. Foremost was
awarded the RHS award of garden merit and
joins an elite club of varieties.
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Usage
¥ Salad Roasting
Boiling 3 Mashing

Baking Chipping

Resistance
Foliage blight

Tuber blight

Blackleg

Common scab
Powdery scab

Leaf roll virus

Virus Y

Scab resistant

Home Guard

Home Guard seed potatoes are well known for
their early lifting ability. Introduced in 1942
Home Guard was the main potato during the
war years and was a commercial success due
to its consistent high yields of tasty fresh
potatoes.

Usage

Salad 2 Roasting
Boiling 3 Mashing
¥ Baking ¥ Chipping

Resistance

Foliage blight
Tuber blight
Blackleg
Common scab
Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus
Virus Y

Scab resistant
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Jersey Royal

International Kidney are more commonly
known as Jersey Royals but they can only be
called this when they are grown in the magical
soil of Jersey which gives them their special
taste which they are renowned. Classed as an
early maincrop it can also be classed as an
early due to the fact it is grown so early on

The disease resistance of Home Guard is very RECOMMENDED some areas. Introduced in 1879 it is now
good with high resistance to all forms of scab considered to be a heritage variety that has
and spraing. Skin colour is white with white stood the test of time and taste. Tubers are of
flesh. Short oval tubers with shallow eyes are a kidney shape with shallow eyes and white
most common for this variety. flesh and skin.

Usage Usage

Salad % Roasting
Boiling ¥ Mashing

2 Baking Chipping

Resistance

Foliage blight
Tuber blight
Blackleg
Common scab
Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus
Virus Y

Scab resistant
PCN resistant

Lady Christl

Lady Christl produces very early oval tubers of
a medium size with good size yields. Tubers
are yellow skinned and the flesh is creamy to
waxy with good taste. Good resistance to
common scab and is potato cyst nematode
resistant. Good all-round disease resistance.

Lady Christl won the RHS award of garden

Salad ¥ Roasting
Boiling ¥ Mashing
Baking 3 Chipping

Resistance

Foliage blight
Tuber blight
Blackleg
Common scab
Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus
Virus Y
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Maris Bard

Maris Bard is one of the best varieties that we
grow. Bard produce high yielding crops of a
good even size and for many years was the
leading first early for maturing the fastest.

Maris Bard potatoes are oval in shape with a
white skin. The tuber eyes are shallow and the
flesh is white. Bard is best suited to boiling and

merit which is a great recommendation. RECOMMENDED early salad use in the kitchen. Good resistance
against common scab.

Usage Usage
¥ Salad Roasting Salad 2 Roasting

Boiling Mashing Boiling 3 Mashing

Baking Chipping ¥ Baking Chipping
Resistance Resistance
Foliage blight Foliage blight
Tuber blight Tuber blight
Blackleg Blackleg

Common scab
Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus
Virus Y

Blight resistant
Scab resistant
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TOP CHOICE

Orla

Orla are a very popular potato for the organic
grower due to their high blight resistance. They
can be grown as a first early or left to mature
as an early maincrop. It is one of the better
tasting varieties and produces large crops of
bold white tubers.

Common scab
Powdery scab n/a
Leaf roll virus

Virus Y

Scab resistant
PCN resistant

Pentland Javelin

Pentland Javelin were bred by a young Jack
Dunnett back in 1968. For years they have
been considered to be one of the finest first
earlies that you can grow. Javelin produces
heavy crops of short oval white skinned tubers
with pure white tasty flesh.

A great potato to put into the pan and boil and
use for salads. Pentland Javelin also has good
all-round disease resistance to common scab

and blackleg.
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Usage Usage
Salad Roasting *® Salad Roasting
Boiling 3 Mashing Boiling 3 Mashing
Baking Chipping Baking Chipping
Resistance Resistance
Foliage blight Foliage blight
Tuber blight Tuber blight
Blackleg Blackleg
Common scab Common scab
Powdery scab Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus Leaf roll virus
Vi Y = Virus Y
Premiere Red Duke of York
Blight resistant Premiere potatoes are oval to round in shape Red Duke of York are a heritage variety from
g with shallow eyes. Introduced in 1979 1942. The first Red Duke was said to be found
Scab resistant Premiere is popular due to its great all round in a crop of white dukes in Holland. Red
PCN resistant disease resistance to blight, common scab, skinned tubers with shallow eyes and yellow
powdery scab, spraing and it is resistant to flesh. Red Dukes are a dry mealy potato
Potato Cyst Nematode. packed with flavour and do not disintegrate on
a X . boiling. Without doubt this is one of my
lalga Premiere tubers are yellow skinned and the favourite varieties that we sell and many major
flesh is also yellow and tasty. A high yielding supermarkets and retailers are now stocking
RECOMMENDED variety. this potato as the best of the best in the potato
world. Winner of the RHS award of garden
merit.
Usage Usage
Salad % Roasting % Salad Roasting
Boiling ¥ Mashing Boiling ¥ Mashing
% Baking ¥ Chipping 2 Baking Chipping
Resistance Resistance
Foliage blight Foliage blight
Tuber blight Tuber blight
Blackleg Blackleg

Common scab
Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus
Virus Y

PCN resistant

Rocket

Rocket seed potatoes when first released in
1987 were the quickest bulking of all early
potatoes. Rockets ability to grow large crops of
uniformed round tubers made it very popular.
Considered to be one of the better exhibition
potatoes at the time. Tubers are white fleshed
and skinned with shallow eyes with a mild
taste. There is good resistance to
blackleg,common scab and spraing. Lifting of
Rocket before full maturity is recommended to
avoid tubers cracking.

Common scab
Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus
Virus Y

Scab resistant

Sharpes Express

Sharpes Express are one of our heritage seed
potatoes. Sharpes were first added to the
national potato variety list in 1901 and have
been going strong ever since. Sharpes
Express tubers are long and oval. A white
skinned variety with pale lemon coloured flesh
with a high dry matter content makes for a
great potato in the kitchen with great all-round
use. Sharpes Express has a fine flavour and is
suited to boiling-roasting and chipping.
Sharpes has good resistance to common scab
and tubers have shallow eyes.

Usage
Salad
Boiling

Roasting
£ Mashing

Baking Chipping

Resistance

Foliage blight
Tuber blight
Blackleg
Common scab
Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus
Virus Y

Scab resistant
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RECOMMENDED

Swift

Swift is the earliest early with crops being
harvested in as little as 60 days. A high
yielding variety that produces a round to oval
white tuber with creamy flesh and shallow
eyes. A real all rounder in the kitchen and has
been bred for early use in the north of Scotland
S0 you can be assured this is a hardy variety.
Great disease resistance to blackleg, common
scab, powdery scab and eelworm resistance.
This is the ideal variety to grow in containers
for early use.

Usage
Salad ¥ Roasting
Boiling 3 Mashing
Baking ¥ Chipping

Resistance
Foliage blight

Tuber blight

Blackleg

Common scab
Powdery scab

Leaf roll virus

Virus Y

Ulster Prince

Another famous potato, Ulster Prince was first
listed in 1947 and was renowned for its boiling
qualities when boiled straight after harvest.
Tubers are long and white with shallow eyes
and white flesh. Prince has good resistance to
common scab, powdery scab and
disintegration in the pan when boiling.
Excellent drought resistance. A potato that is
very popular in Cumbria, Lancashire and the
surrounding counties.
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Usage Usage
# Salad Roasting ¥ Salad ¥ Roasting
Boiling 3 Mashing Boiling 3 Mashing
% Baking ¥ Chipping Baking 3 Chipping
Resistance Resistance
Foliage blight Foliage blight
Tuber blight Tuber blight
Blackleg Blackleg
Common scab Common scab
Powdery scab Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus Leaf roll virus n/a
Vi Y Virus Y nla
Ulster Sceptre Vanessa
Ulster Sceptre seed potatoes are oval to long Vanessa are a popular Dutch bred variety with
in shape with white flesh and white skin. A a Iovgly smooth red skin and yellow tas_ty_ flesh.
popular potato on the west coast of England A variety that has been used as an eXthItIOn.
and are also known as Chesire potatoes and po_tato due to its shallow eyes and smooth skin
Ormskirk potatoes due to their popularity in finish. Vanessa has good common scab
those areas. Ulster Sceptre has high resistance and drought resistance. A very
resistance to foliage blight, common scab and good early boiling potato that can be baked
powdery scab. This variety has many uses in aswell.
the kitchen for boiling and roasting. Ulster
Sceptre has also been known to be a good
exhibition potato in its day.
Usage ‘ Usage
#® Salad % Roasting Salad ¥ Roasting
Boiling ¥ Mashing Boiling ¥ Mashing
Baking Chipping }u } 2 Baking ¥ Chipping
Resistance Resistance
Foliage blight Foliage blight n/a
Tuber blight Tuber blight n/a
Blackleg Blackleg n/a

Common scab
Powdery scab
Leaf roll virus
Virus Y

Scab resistant
PCN resistant

jolga

RECOMMENDED

Winston

This Jack Dunnett variety has proved to be
both a commercial success and an exhibition
success all in one. Released in 1992 this white
skinned variety has been unstoppable on the
showbench circuit winning many titles year
after year. Winston produces high yields of
smooth shallow eyed tubers that are short to
oval in shape. The flesh has a firm texture and
a creamy colour. Winston has excellent all
round disease resistance. Very low dry matter
and would be described as a wet potato.

Common scab na
Powdery scab n/a
Leaf roll virus nla
Virus Y n/a

Witchill

Believed to have originated around the late
1800s Witchill is known for its vigorous growth
with excellent high yields of white skinned
tubers with white flesh.

This variety was also known as Snowdrop.

A very early variety suited for salad use.




